Town of Winchester, NH
Historic District Application

Tax map/lot#

Application #

Location of property Zoning District Date of submission
Name of Owner Address of owner(s)
Phone number(s) email:

Applicant name and contact information

Applications requiring Application’s requiring
Chairman’s approval: Commissions approval:
1. Minor alteration to a non 1. Most changes to the exterior

Historic building in the district. Area of the building and land.
2.Emergency repair/tree removal

Applicant’s signature Date

Owner’s signature Date

Application’s requiring
Public Hearing:

1. All requests of substantial
Change such as but not limited
to demolition, relocation, new
construction.

All applications are to be submitted at least 7 days prior to a meeting. Public Hearings require a
consecutive 10 day notice. All applications are submitted to Land Use Authority. A ten dollar fee
is required for all applications. The applicant will be charged additional fees for a public hearing.
Ten dollars for each abutter notice and thirty dollars for the legal notice in the local newspaper
should be the additional fees. The board reserves the right to hire an outside source to assist with
an application but only at reasonable and appropriate fees that will be charged to and agreed to
by the applicant. Decisions are to be reached within 60 days of receipt of an application.

Appeals of the Historic District Commission decisions are made to the Zoning Board of Adjustment per RSA 676:5

and shall be filed within 30 days of a decision.



Please check each box that applies to this application:

Change of exterior color, siding, or roofing (circle one)
Submit samples of colors, materials and types, and a written description and photos.

Change of doors, windows or molding (circle one)
Submit samples of colors, materials, sizes and types, and a written description & photos.

Change of landscaping; patios, pools, trees, walls
Submit a design and list of materials, include photos

New Construction/Additions
Submit plot plan, photos of surrounding area, building design and materials

Accessory Building
Submit plot plan, photos of surrounding area, building design and materials

Demolition of a historic building
Submit a report. See the HDC Guidelines

Relocation of a historic building
Submit a report. See HDC Guidelines

Signage
Submit a plot plan of location, design and materials of the sign

Minor alteration/emergency tree removal, etc.

For Historic District Commission Use

Fee: HDC Meeting Date: Public Hearing Date:
Date of Notices: Abutters list attached: Owner notified of meeting:

File prepared with the application, submission materials, minutes, notices and all
correspondences:

Application approved: Conditions:

Application denied: Reasons:

Consultants:
Comments:

Rev D 13 May 2014



Historic District Guidelines

The Historic District Commission goal is not to freeze the past by bringing everything back to a
particular time period, but to blend old and new while managing change and growth, and
allowing property owners a reasonable/economical use of their property. It is important to
cherish and renovate historic properties, as they are assets to our town.

N

The historical, architectural or cultural value of structure’s relationship to the surrounding
area is a primary consideration.

The compatibility of exterior design/materials/layout is looked at in the surrounding area.
The scale and general size of the buildings in the surrounding area is used in decisions.
Including roof types, facade openings, setbacks, etc.

The overall setting, lighting, parking, fencing, driveways, signage, landscaping is noted
to protect against the negative effects to the character of structures in the surrounding
area.

Principles:

A

B.

The removal of historic materials or alterations of features that characterize a property
shall be avoided.

Deteriorated historic features will try to be repaired rather than replaced. When it is not
possible, replacement shall match the design and color where possible.

Additions, accessory structures and new work shall be compatible with the existing size,
features and details of the building.

Skylights, solar panels, dormers, antennas, and like should be placed as not to detract
from historic features. When possible they should be placed in the rear of the structure.
Fencing is to be compatible and contribute to the surrounding area. Design, materials and
height is to be consistent with the area.

Recreation facilities are dependant on the degree of visibility and to be placed compatible
to the surrounding area.

Signs that are backlit, neon or flashing are prohibited. All signs will conform to the Town
of Winchester sign ordinance. The design, placement, material and color will be
compatible with the structure and surrounding area.

. Retention of stonewalls and healthy un-obstructive trees are encouraged to remain.

Parking areas, driveways, walkways will be designed and of materials similar to the
surrounding area.

New construction should contribute to the surrounding area. New designs can add
character and depth to the district. New construction does not have to match. Height, roof
forms, materials, shapes of doors and windows, and facade elements. However they do
not have to be original materials but the materials have to match. They should
blend/complement with the surrounding area.

. A non historic structure in the historic district will not be held to these listed standards,

but any exterior changes would be required to blend with the existing structure and not
negatively affect surrounding historic structures.

Any structure in the historic district that is not historic or a historic structure with many
(previous) non historic alterations cannot be mandated to make historic changes to the



property that are not part of the application. The commission may ask the applicant when
renovating a non historic component of a structure to make it more historic but it cannot
be a requirement.

. Demolition of a structure is not a preferable option, if replacement construction would be
a better fit in the surrounding area. Per HDC Ordinance 5(a) which states; “Regulated
Activities — It is unlawful for any person to construct, alter, repair, move or demolish any
building, structure, or improvement which lies within the Historic Districts without first
obtaining a Certificate Of Approval from the Historic District Commission”. If it is
determined that it is not economically feasible to rehabilitate the building due to defects.
Requests for demolition shall be based on structural integrity and building code defects
and must include a report from a licensed architect or professional engineer, or contractor
with appropriate level of experience that have to approve by both parties. The report shall
include the costs of rehabilitation of the structure and evidence the existing building is
incapable of producing a reasonable economic return on the investment or whereas the
cost exceeds a reasonable end result value.

. Relocation of a structure is not an ideal solution, but it is considered an alternative to
demolition. Relocation of a structure is preferred to another area in the Historic District.



